
 

Providing Testimony on Your Community of Interest 

 
When you prepare testimony for the Citizen’s Redistricting Commission on your community of 
interest, remember, you are making an argument for why your community should be kept 
together and not split into multiple districts, and why it should be grouped with other 
communities with similar interests.  The goal is to make sure your community is in a district that 
will lead to the best representation possible, that will be responsive to the most important 
overall interests which you’ve identified. 
 
The worksheets that follow will help you consider a range of factors that will help you describe 
your community.  They are provided as a guide for building your argument.  You can find a list 
of resources on the last page of this document.  When you are finished collecting 
information you will probably want to choose the topics that best support the argument you 
want to make for the Citizen’s Redistricting Commission.   
 
These worksheets can serve as a starting point for putting together information that will help 
build your case.  The worksheets are divided into the following topic areas: 
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Geography 

 

The first step in developing testimony is defining the geography of your community.  You should 
be able to draw the boundaries of the community on a map.  You should be able to identify 
significant factors that distinguish this community from surrounding communities. 
 

□ Name your community (is it a neighborhood, a city, a region with several cities, a 
county?) 

□ How would you describe this community in 30 seconds to someone who’s never been 
there?  

□ How would you broadly describe the landscape? 
o Coastal/Inland 
o Urban/Suburban/Rural 
o In what City, County, Region of the State 
o Near or in what major population centers 

□ Geography – are there physical features that divide the community geographically, eg. A 
major highway people don’t typically cross; rivers, lakes, etc. 

□ You should be able to draw your community on a map.  Try to be as exact as possible in 
drawing boundaries.  You should feel free to draw on a paper map, however there are 
many resources for drawing maps on a computer: 

 Google Maps (free online) 
 Google Earth (very inexpensive to download to your computer) 
 Healthy cities website:  www.healthycity.org 
 Other commercial GIS programs (usually more expensive and harder to 

use) 
The advantage of using a computer is that you can save your map, share it with partners 
in your coalition via email.    
 

Notes 
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Social and Economic Factors 

 
□ Demographic breakdown (age, language, education, etc); how it compares to that of 

neighboring communities 
□ Employment 

o Largest employers; major industries 
o Small businesses/ home-based 
o Service industries 
o Opportunities for new graduates/ young people 

□ Economic wellbeing 
o Downtown vitality 
o Development 

□ Education/ learning 
o How is district governed?  District responsive to community?   
o Significant language barriers to education?  Other access issues? 
o Number of elementary schools? Private? 
o Secondary schools? Post-secondary? Vocational? 
o Are students bused? 
o Continuing education/ learning opportunities 
o Access to technology; Internet 
o Access to libraries 

□ Community identity and awareness 
o Media markets – newspapers (weekly; daily); radio; television; other 
o Public gathering places 

 

Notes 
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Lifestyles and Interests 

 
□ What do people do to socialize/ meet other people? 
□ Are there opportunities for cultural expression, arts?  For crossing cultural boundaries? 
□ Do public gathering places attract families? Seniors? Teens? 
□ What are the typical traffic patterns of residents? 
□ Where do they shop for groceries? 

o Clothes? Books? Home repair? 
o Where do they go to see a doctor? Financial advisor? 

□ Is it a commuter community? 
□ Do people work from home? 
□ What do people do for recreation? 

o Public/ private recreational facilities, parks 
o Sports teams with a high profile 

□ Does your community experience large fluctuations in population during different 
seasons? 

□ Are there annual/ special events that draw crowds? 
□ Are there other special interests widely shared in the community? 
□ Are there smaller communities within the community? 
□ What do residents appear to value? 

 

Notes 
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Groups and Affiliations 

 

Which of the following exist in your community? 
□ Churches, faith communities, religious organizations 
□ Civic organizations 
□ Community/ rate payers’ associations 
□ Service clubs 
□ Chamber of commerce/ business associations 
□ Cooperatives 
□ Environmental interest groups 
□ Social justice groups/ initiatives 
□ Ethnic clubs/ associations 
□ Mutual support/self-help groups 
□ Women’s/ men’s groups/ organizations 
□ Age related clubs/ organizations, eg. teens, seniors 
□ Arts/cultural groups, organizations and events 

 
Other groups or affiliations? 

□ Are there gaps? Areas of concentration or duplication? 
□ Do some groups have a high profile in the community? 
□ Imagine being a newcomer – how easy is it to get ‘plugged in’? 

 

Notes 
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Agencies and services 

 

□ What health care services exist in your community? 
o Do residents have access to family doctors? Hospital? Alternative healthcare? 

□ What social service agencies exist in your community? 
o Nursing homes/ retirement homes 
o Day cares 
o Youth services, eg. Big Brothers, Big Sisters, Boys and Girls Club, Early Years 
o Affordable housing 
o Services for economically disadvantaged 
o Counseling services 

□ Other not-for-profit organizations – what services do they provide? To whom? 
□ Are there government offices in your community? What kinds of services? 
□ Are there gaps? Barriers? 

 
Notes 
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Changes Occurring 

 
□ Is the population increasing? Decreasing? 

o Are certain ages or segments of the population increasing or decreasing? 
o Is the community becoming more multicultural? 
o Are certain people moving away? 

 
□ Are there residential developments being planned? 

o What kind of housing? Who is the target population? 
o Are services (roads, sewers, etc.) being planned to accommodate new 

developments? 
 

□ Are there new employment opportunities? New businesses? 
□ Where is the nearest large anchor store, mall, shopping area? 
□ What is the rate of vacancy in the downtown core? 
□ Are area schools stable with sufficient enrolment? New schools being built? 
□ Are there new organizations? Agencies? Services? 
□ Are the health/social needs of the population changing? Are these new needs being 

met? 
□ Is the crime rate increasing? Decreasing? 
□ Are there community initiatives to deter crime and/or promote community pride? 
□ New parks, recreation facilities, other amenities? 
□ New festivals or events? Performing groups? 
□ Is there public transportation? Other transportation issues? 

 

Notes 
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Community Assets  

 
 

□ What are the natural assets in your community? (the environment and water; rivers, 
lakes, wooded areas, other topographical features) 

□ What are the built assets? (buildings, parks, paths, public space; infrastructure) 
□ What are the social assets? (the social aspect of living in the community; skills and 

strengths of individuals and local associations/organizations) 
□ What are the economic assets? (local economy, jobs; tourism, attractions, businesses) 
□ What are the service assets? (health and education; agencies, facilities) 
□ What successful events have taken place? What were the components contributing to 

success? 
□ Community-wide initiatives 
□ Stories that illustrate the community at its best 
□ Who are key players in the community? Why? 
□ Are there skills that are dominant locally? 
□ Examples of citizens making something happen 
□ Important achievements of local government, city council, county supervisors, school 

boards 
□ Problems turned into opportunities 

 
Notes 
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Representation and Current Districts 

 
□ Who currently represents your community?  What Senate, Assembly and Congressional 

Districts is your community currently a part of?   
o Do your current representatives reflect the interests of your community?   
o Do your representatives’ positions on core issues reflect opinions and interests in 

your community? 
o In what ways do your representatives provide access to state and federal services, 

agencies? 
 

□ Participation 
o In what ways does your community participate in elections?  Who votes and who 

doesn’t?  Are there significant barriers to participation and what are they?  
o What people and institutions are politically influential in your community? 

 Community leaders 
 Key organizations, labor unions, advocacy organizations, clubs, parties 
 Newspapers, TV stations, radio 

 
□ What are the impacts of the current districts on your community? 

o Is your community 
 Split or divided into several legislative districts 
 Packed (grouped in a district so that it is a) uncompetitive and b) your 

communities identified key interests are important in fewer districts than 
they could be. 

o Would you say your community’s vote is influential or not within your current 
Assembly, Senate or Congressional District?   

 

 
Notes 
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Interests 

 
Defining a community of interest is not just a matter of compiling information and statistics about 
your community.  It’s about making an argument for identifying several key interests that are 
particularly important in your community, that differentiate your community from surrounding 
areas.   

 
□ Can you identify at least one characteristic particular to your community that is an 

important consideration in determining interests?   
 

□ Are there nearby communities that share those or similar interests?  Nearby 
communities that clearly don’t share those or similar interests? 

 
□ Who in those communities can you collaborate with to provide testimony to the CRC? 

o Who is also preparing testimony? 
o Who are key community leaders, organizational leaders? 

 

Notes 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



CAUSE Communities of Interest Worksheet – CAUSE 805-658-0810 – www.coastalalliance.com Page 11 

 

 

Resources 

 

Demographics 
American Fact Finder:  http://factfinder.census.gov/home/saff/aff_transition.html 
(US Census site, best way to find demographic information about your area.) 
 
CA Statewide Database:  http://swdb.berkeley.edu/index.html 
(Election and precinct data, GIS (map) files 
 
California Department of Finance:  
http://www.dof.ca.gov/research/demographic/reports/view.php 
(alternative count of California population) 
 
California Secretary of State (list of county elections offices): 
http://www.sos.ca.gov/elections/elections_d.htm 
Get voter file information from your county registrar 
California Secretary of State (historical voter registration information and election outcomes): 
http://www.sos.ca.gov/elections/elections_elections.htm 
 
Healthy City (awesome community mapping tool, very useful): http://www.healthycity.org/ 
 
The Redistricting Game:  http://www.redistrictinggame.org/ 
 
Testimony and Information 
CA Citizen’s Redistricting Commission:  www.wedrawthelines.ca.gov (to get schedule of 
hearings and to submit testimony online). 
 

AARP, Contact: David Pacheco (916) 549-8457 

Asian Pacific American Legal Center, a member of the Coalition of Asian Pacific Americans 
for Fair Redistricting (CAPAFR); Contact APALC at redistricting@apalc.org or visit CAPAFR at 
facebook.com/capafr2011. 

CA Common Cause:  www.commoncause.org/ca; www.redistrictingca.org 

CA National Association for the Advancement of Colored People: www.ca-naacp.org 

Central Coast Alliance United for a Sustainable Economy (CAUSE):  Contact Maricela 
Morales at maricela@coastalalliance.com or 805-658-0810 ext. 203 

The Greenlining Institute, contact Michelle Romero at 510-926-4016, micheller@greenlining.org 

League of Women Voters:  Contact Chris Carson at redistricting@lwvc.org. 

National Association of Latino Elected and Appointed Officials (NALEO) Educational 
Fund:  Visit LatinosDrawTheLines.org/events or contact Astrid Garcia at agarcia@naleo.org or 
213-747-7606 ext. 4434. 

Mexican American Legal Defense and Educational Fund, Contact: Nancy Ramirez (213) 629-
2512, ext. 121 
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