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Why re-draw?

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

   

 
 

 
 

   
 

 
  

Districts have to 
have roughly 
equal population
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2000 φ

2001 φ

2010 φ

2011 φ

2020 φ

2021 φ

!ƴŘ ǎƻΧ
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Commission established

Hire staff

Begin taking testimony

Official Census data comes in

Continue testimony

Draw maps

Draft explanatory report

Approve maps

Litigation

Key dates

December 31, 2010φ

φ

φ

April 1, 2011φ

φ

φ

φ

August 15, 2011φ

φ
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The commission

9 votes to act
3 3

Within 10 years 

ωNo federal/state office

ωNo employee of party or candidate

ωNo registered lobbyist

ωNo paid legislative staff

ωNo maxed-out contributors

Diversity reflecting the state
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Highest priorities
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The Voting Rights Act

ωAre half of the potential voters in a 
concentrated area minorities?

ωWould they generally vote together?

ωWould the rest of the voters in the 
area choose different candidates?  

Section 2

ωAre there other threats to 
minority voting rights, in the 
άǘƻǘŀƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǊŎǳƳǎǘŀƴŎŜǎέΚ
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Ensure that the district gives the 
minority voters equal opportunity 
to elect representatives of choice

LŦ ǎƻΧ
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The Voting Rights Act

Section 5

ωPreclearance
(Kings, Merced, Monterey, Yuba)

ωIs the new map  intended to dilute minority votes?

ωDoes the new map leave minority voters worse off?
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Beyond the VRA

ω Even beyond the protection of the 
Voting Rights Act, it isOKto consider 
race and ethnicity, among other factors

ω wŀŎŜ ŀƴŘ ŜǘƘƴƛŎƛǘȅ Ƨǳǎǘ ŎŀƴΩǘ άǇǊŜŘƻƳƛƴŀǘŜέ 
without a really good reason
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ωPolitical candidates
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Contiguity

ωAll parts of the district are connected to each other
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Political geography

ωCity

ωCounty

ωLocal neighborhood

ωLocal community 
of interest

άŀ ŎƻƴǘƛƎǳƻǳǎ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ 
which shares common social 
and economic interests that 
should be included within a 
ǎƛƴƎƭŜ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ Φ Φ Φέ

- urban
- rural
- industrial
- agricultural

- living standards
- transportation
- employment
- media markets

- etc. . . .
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Lines may be irregular
City of Los Angeles

Harbor Gateway North

BelAir-Beverly Crest
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Compactness

{ƻƳŜ ǘƘƛƴƪ ƻŦ άŎƻƳǇŀŎǘƴŜǎǎέ ŀǎ ŀōǎǘǊŀŎǘ ǎƘŀǇŜǎ
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Compactness

/ŀƭƛŦƻǊƴƛŀ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘΥ 5ƻƴΩǘ ōȅǇŀǎǎ ƴŜŀǊōȅ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ


